Minutes of Adult Education Committee 

a.k.a. Adult Faith Formation

July 13, 2009 

Meeting opened at 5:20 p.m. by Fr. Jerry reading the gospel reading for Sunday, July 19, and members present Ron & Eleanor Steber, Rod Kelley and Jane Kocher commenting on what they thought was the meaning. 

Discussed the last meeting which was April 29 and the discussion on the book “The Shack” by William P. Young. Felt Carol Potter did an excellent job in leading the discussion and about 30 attended, a large majority of which had comments to make during the discussion. Many of those in attendance were not the “usual” crowd who attend these types of meetings and so the Adult Ed committee felt they reached out to a new and wider audience. Those at the discussion, when asked as a group, voiced their approval of the evening and a desire to do something similar in the future.

Members at the July 13 meeting mentioned various authors and books as possible subjects to be discussed in the future. Among those were: 7 Story Mountain by Thomas Merton; Run With the Horses by Eugene Peterson; Dr. Hudson’s Secret Journal by Lloyd Douglas; Finding God in the Shack by Randal Rauser; Purpose Driven Life by Rick Warren; books by Richard Paul Evans, The Holy Longing by Fr. Ron Rolheiser. It was felt that the group/parish should develop a Reading List to discern what parishioners read that “grabs” them. Hopefully they will let us know the name/author and possibly also donate a copy to parish library for lending out to others in the parish. Fr. will put a blurb about this in the bulletin. 

Fr. mentioned the presentation Sunday afternoon (July 19) by Sister Christine Schenk; anyone going? Several expressed a desire to go but other commitments prevent this. Fr. intends to go and look into the possibility of videoing her presentation so that it can be presented in our parish at a later time, perhaps gaining permission for this by paying Sr. Schenk a stipend. 

Fr. Jerry’s brother Jim Wirth does Faith Formation – History of the Church at his home parish in 6 sessions. Although developed for catechists, would be useful to everyone. It consists of a half-hour presentation on DVD by a Jesuit, then a half-hour discussion. Fr. Jerry would need to get approval from the diocese before offering it at St. Joseph. Jim also has a video program on the Sacraments which would be good for RCIA, school, PSR, and parish as a whole. 

There was further discussion about visiting the Jewish temple in Evansville. Committee members felt it would be more meaningful if they could observe an actual service, rather than just touring the temple. Rod Kelley will call and check into further. 

It had been brought up at a past meeting about discussion within the church as a whole on possibly moving the Sign of Peace to another spot during Mass. Nothing will be done about this for the present.

Next meeting will be August 11 at 5:15 p.m.

Meeting adjourned with stewardship prayer at 6:26 p.m.

Respectfully submitted

Jane Kocher, chairperson
