Adult Faith Formation meeting of November 9, 2009

The November meeting of the Adult Faith Formation committee opened at 5:33 p.m. with a prayer led by Ron Steber. Also in attendance were Eleanor Steber, Fr. Jerry Wirth and Jane Kocher.

After some discussion about the purpose and meaning of AFF, it was suggested that our goal for the coming year be to add 2-3 new members to the committee, preferably some from the "younger" age group to get a better spread of ideas. Along those lines, it was decided to try to get "old" renew groups to reorganize and to "re-energize" existing groups. We would like to quiz these people, see what they are doing, do they have a specific agenda for Lent? Could we initiate discussion for Lent, such as on the latest Pope’s encyclical? Mary Lou Mushro is the contact person for all renew groups and Fr. Jerry volunteered to call her and ask some of these questions. 

Ash Wednesday is February 17, 2010. It was determined that AFF should meet in December if anything is to be set into motion for Lent. December 14 at 5:15 was set for the next meeting. At that meeting we will see what info comes from renew groups or Mary Lou, gather any other ideas we receive, and decide on a course of action, at least as far as Lent goes.

Discussion on talk given by Sr. Christine Schenk about history of women leadership which Fr. Jerry attended. She can prove historically that women in the early church presided at the Eucharistic table, but she can only go that far. Church must take the theological stand (and Eleanor asked just who was "Church"!) Fr. Jerry reported that the organization known as Future Church gave a presentation to the Bishops about including women in the new lectionary which was favorably received by them. 

Fr. also discussed the smaller version of booklets "the Word Among Us" to be used for Advent. Committee thought smaller pocket size might be more appealing to people as easier to carry with them. If congregation likes smaller ones, Fr. may go with a quarterly version for daily meditations. 

Discussed book list suggested by parishioners. Some may be good books to read but not conducive to discussion as spiritual reading. Fr. will put the list in bulletin and on church web site; people are to let him know what they might choose to read, and why they want to read that particular one. People may also put choices of what they would enjoy reading in envelope and return in collection basket if not internet accessible, or they may just call rectory with their choice. Hopefully book will be easy to read and discussable. . Carol Potter likes Three Cups of Tea by Greg Mortenson. She may try for a grant to buy this book for kids and adults parish wide but that whole process may take a year so Fr. to proceed with above plan. 

Meeting closed at 6:25 with a small prayer. 

Respectfully submitted

Jane Kocher
