Justice and Peace Committee – March 15, 2009

Those present were: Bridgett Jensen, Janet David, Emily Ziglinski, Mike McKinney, Carol Potter, Bobbi Ginder and Arlene Kostiuk.

Earth Day is Wednesday, April 22. Emily talked about St. Joe kids doing a trash pick-up in town. Areas near the church will be looked at to see where pick-up is needed. Carol will send home a flier from school, and parents who are willing to help will need to send a note or Email. Carol will also talk to Fr. Jerry about focusing the Mass on stewardship. It was decided that the younger kids would only need about 30 minutes for pick-up, while the older could use 60-90 to pick-up Main Street up to IGA, and the other way to Whittle Ave. IGA needs to be contacted to ask if their dumpsters may be used to deposit trash. Janet gave permission for Edward Jones dumpsters to be used as well. Parents should bring their own work gloves, while Arlene will see about getting disposable gloves for the children. Wal-mart sacks that have been brought in for recycling will be used for picking up. The possibility of using wagons for the recyclables was discussed as well. Rain will postpone one week. Teachers will need to discuss what to pick up and what not to pick up with their classes. It was also suggested to have the kids write Letters to the Editor as a Pre-activity and a follow-up. 

Carol told the group that IGA was considering a reimbursement for bringing your own reusable bag. Net produce bags were also discussed.

Mike informed the group that Citizens for a Greener Olney will be having a citywide recycling day on May 2. Items that may be recycled include batteries, electronics and computer parts. Volunteers are needed, and Kate Patterson is the contact person.

Arlene questioned the group on how we could help to get a county health department. Possible solutions were discussed, and it was decided that we would like to know more about how it could potentially impact our current facilities. Everyone is to read about health departments and public health services for our April meeting.

Bridgett will order more coffee and it will be sold the weekend of March 28 & 29 after Mass. Bridgett and Janet will sell Saturday night, while Carol and Mike will sell after 10:00 Mass on Sunday. Emily will submit a green tip about Fair Trade coffee and what it means.

Carol gave kudos to the Booster Club for using all real dinnerware for their spaghetti supper Saturday night. Signs for the kitchens were discussed, and Mike will look back over minutes to see who needs to make those.

Another bike/walk to Church day was discussed for the Sunday after Earth Day, and the possibility of making it a monthly event was discussed as well.

Bread for Life was brought up by Fr. Jerry, and it will be discussed at our April meeting.
