Liturgy Committee Meeting
April 12, 2010

The meeting was called to order at 5:00 p.m. sharp by Fr. Jerry Wirth. He then read a Scripture passage from John’s gospel for the up-coming Sunday. All members then reflected on the Catholic belief that Christ has actually risen from the dead after his crucifixion.

Roll Call:  Present – Rosanna Kocher, Mary Lou Mushro, Fr. Jerry Wirth, Ann Bradley, Rosalie Worland, Jim Zwilling.  Absent – Arlene Kostiuk, Felicia Bishop, Helen Hoffman.

Minutes:   The minutes of the March 9th meeting were reviewed and approved as submitted.

Review:  The form for the Stations of the Cross service during Lent was different each week. A sign-up sheet helped each group select a different format. Also, it would be helpful to put in the bulletin next year what group would be leading the Stations each week.

For Passion Sunday, the first and second readings may officially be omitted since the Passion or Gospel is so lengthy and dramatically read with several readers. The supply of palms was sufficient for all masses. 


On Holy Thursday only about one-fourth of those present participated in the foot-washing ritual, compared to almost total participation in the hand-washing ritual used for several years previously. Chairs for the feet-washing were set up down one side of the main aisle, as well as in front and along the back of church. The chairs down the center aisle were not a problem during communion. They were later removed during the stripping of the altar. Next year volunteers could be solicited to help with this process, as well as emptying the pitchers of water used in the washing and collecting the towels. 

For the Easter Vigil service, the lighting of the new fire should begin after dark. The service this year started at 7:30 p.m., with official sunset at 7:17 p.m. The lack of complete darkness made the outside lighting of the fire and the procession inside much safer, with light enough to see each other and watch the footing over the sloping ground onto and off the sidewalk. For Fr. Jerry, having five servers was very effective to get all the procedural tasks done properly. If the charcoal for the censor was positioned in the new fire to begin with, then retrieved by tongs as needed, the censor could be prepared much safer and the new candle lighted quicker and safer. As the procession entered the unlit church, the total darkness was almost unnerving until the people with candles began to light the church with their candles. The service pulled people in for a very meaningful, special liturgy. The baptisms proceeded with a warm informality, quite in contrast with the chilly water used for the baptisms. Next year, the water could be warmer. 

Easter Sunday masses were at 8:00, 9:30 and 11:00 a.m., which caught some people who had become used to only two masses on Sunday. There may be a need to announce the change in times more prominently, such as putting the times of the masses and an invitation to attend in the newspaper. Maybe even a banner at the back of church several weeks ahead of time would help. There was enough space for everyone, with people standing only at the 8:00 mass. 

Confirmation for the eighth graders is on this coming Friday. The Easter flowers are still doing great and can be used for the 6:00 p.m. service with the Bishop. First Communion will be at 11:30 a.m. on the first Sunday in May, May 2nd. For Pentecost, which is on May 23, the poles with the red and white streamers will be set up outside along the sidewalk at the main entrance as was done last year. Several could possibly be put up for Confirmation and then taken down after the weekend masses. 

Setup list for Easter Vigil:  (useful for next year)

1. put up purple backdrops for Stations of the Cross

2. empty holy water fonts

3. have at least 200 small candles, with less at the side doors, more in the back
4. pew reservations for RCIA Elect and their sponsors and family members

5. four sprigs with four bowls and four people selected for sprinkling the new water

6. two pitchers

7. three new oils

8. towels

9. baptismal candles

10. flowers

11. signs at doors

12. certificates in Multipurpose Room for the neophytes

13. carry water fifteen minutes prior to service (it should be warm)

14. welcome people at doors

15. reader for epistle and petitions (usually RCIA team member)

Ministries:  Some new people have signed up. We need to continue to use sign-up sheets for the various ministries. Always invite people to participate. Maybe there is a need for a lector practice session, as well as for other ministries. Remind people of appropriate attire for the ministries. 

The Bishop will be here on April 22 for the Farm Blessing. It will be at 1:00 p.m. on Thursday at the Dehlinger farms. The next meeting of the Liturgy Committee will be Monday, May 10, at 5:00 p.m. The meeting ended with a prayer at 6:05 p.m.

Submitted by

Jim Zwilling
