Liturgy Committee Meeting
June 1, 2011

The meeting began at 5:00 p.m. with a gospel reading for the Feast of the Assumption, which will be celebrated the upcoming Sunday. Each member present responded with what the reading said to each of them about where Jesus is now. Did he rise, leave us, and when were we given the Holy Spirit? The four gospel writers do not agree on the answers to these questions. What does all this mean? What is the impact of this on our lives right now? No matter what, God is with us always. 

Roll Call:  Present: Rose Ann Kocher, Mary Lou Mushro, Fr. Jerry Wirth, Ann Bradley, Rosalie Worland, Jim Zwilling, Felicia Bishop.  Absent: Arlene Kostiuk, Helen Hoffman

The minutes of the previous meeting on May 3 were reviewed and accepted as presented.

Review: The Anointing of the Sick went especially well on May 21. People almost unconsciously laid hands on the ones being anointed, which is an essential part of the blessing. Anointing of the Sick will continue on a regular basis, especially for those dealing with continuing illnesses. 
Summer time: The Parish Picnic will be on Pentecost Sunday, June 12 at the Rotary Park. A discussion developed as to how members of the committee should help. 
Pentecost:  Decorations for Pentecost were discussed. Do Easter decorations stay up for Pentecost or take them down before that Sunday? We will leave them up. Fr. Jerry will ask Dan Hahn to put up the large red banner and leave it up for three Sundays:  Pentecost, Trinity Sunday, and Body and Blood of Christ Sunday. Maybe remind people through the bulletin to wear red for Pentecost Sunday. The poles with streamers will need new cloth streamers for next year. Maybe have a set of poles with Easter colors just for Easter, such as yellow and white. Have red for Pentecost, up one day only. We would need nine tops for each color and switch them on the poles as needed. Possibly have a work party to gang up on the task.
Ordination on June 11: Three or four new international priests are coming to work in the diocese, in addition to the one person being ordained. What is the role of the priest in our parishes today? Is the priest a holy person, apart from the people, or a representative of the people, one of us? Next year we will get a visitation by the Bishop, where he spends an entire weekend here. He will celebrate each of the weekend masses, which would be longer with more interaction with the congregation. Do we as a committee want to discuss the changing roles of the laity, especially the role of women in the church? What is the church’s attitude toward the changing ideas toward women priests or married clergy? What is the larger church doing and saying? This discussion should and will continue.

Priestless Sundays: Three people have been trained.

Other concerns: The book, “Rediscovering Catholicism,” by Matthew Kelly, is recommended reading. Tomorrow on Channel 12, “The Today Show,” Matt Lower is interviewing the Pope.

The meeting ended with a prayer at 6:00 p.m.
