Liturgy Committee Meeting
May 3, 2011

The meeting began at 5:00 p.m. with a prayer, the reading of the responsorial psalm for Sunday, May 7th.

Roll Call: (present): Rose Ann Kocher, Fr. Jerry Wirth, Ann Bradley, Jim Zwilling, Helen Hoffman.  (absent): Mary Lou Mushro, Rosalie Worland, Arlene Kostiuk, Felicia Bishop.

Since minutes of the last meeting were unavailable, members reviewed issued covered at the last meeting:  seder meal; missal covers; new Eucharistic ministers, and the last preparations for Holy Week, including the outdoor cross.
Review end of Lent (Holy Week):

Passion Sunday:  palms were put at the entrance doors for those who did not come over to the Parish Center for the procession at the start of each mass. The blessing of the palms and the reading and song were broadcast over the sound system so that people already in the church could hear what was happening.

Holy Thursday:  Many people attended the service. There was a good participation in the foot washing, including the Elect in the RCIA. Maybe next time we will have a regular opening song for the mass, instead of a quiet beginning with no song.

Good Friday:  This is just a communion service, not a mass. Maybe we could have a different format for the passion reading, instead of our regular 12 readers. Other versions are available, some of which could involve the children more.
Easter Vigil:  It was beautiful. There were five baptisms. For adults, Confirmation always immediately follows Baptism. We discussed different ways to have a “new fire” inside in case of rain that evening.

Easter Sunday:  Three masses, but we need better communication that there will be three masses that morning, maybe by posting the mass times a week in advance at Passion Sunday on a poster at the entrance at the back of church. Maybe also change the mass times in the sign on the outside of church on the west side. 8:00 a.m. mass was packed, 9:30 crowded with many more people arriving around 10:00 with no place to go. 11:00 not so crowded. We need the three masses, but people need to be better informed of mass times for Easter only.

Confirmation:  Church was very full, almost too crowded. When the Bishop comes, people have a variety of reactions. The Bishop signed the foreheads with too much oil, getting it on glasses, dripping it down the faces and onto clothing such as blouses, shirts, and ties. 

First Communion:  It was a nice celebration, not an overflowing crowd. It was celebrated last Sunday at 11:30 a.m.

The next Anointing of the Sick will be May 21/22. We are trying to do this every month or every other month. For Memorial Day, the K of C wants to do an honor guard at the 8:00 a.m. mass in the cemetery. Pentecost is June 12. We will leave the streamers up from Easter to Pentecost. Then they will probably have to be replaced next year because they are becoming weathered.

Preparation continues for the annual Parish Picnic at the Rotary Park that day.

Three people are currently in training for priestless Sundays, with one more training session to go. A new Missal is being considered for purchase for the Catholic Book Publishing Company. The Altar Edition, one of the most used in the diocese, costs $110. Also, a new edition of the Lectionary is being considered for use at the weekday masses. The old one will be used for masses at the nursing homes and assisted living facilities. The new changes in the responses and songs at masses will continue to be discussed in the bulletin each week and by comments at the end of Sunday masses. 
The next meeting will be Tuesday, May 31, at 5:00 p.m.  The meeting ended at 6:08 with a prayer.
